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erous show places of the eastern seaboard, Irenee, however, lives these days mostly at Xanadu, a promontory he bought in Cuba. He too married a first cousin.5 When Pierre, on the death of his father in 1884, became head of the family, his two younger brothers fell into the habit of calling him Papa. They still do, though Irenee is seventy-one and Lammot sixty-seven.
Consider politics now. Despite its obviously interlocked texture, the family is somewhat too big nowadays, too diffuse, to operate as a unit; its members take both sides. The company itself rigorously avoids any political entanglements or commitments, and a member of the family may follow any political line he pleases; if he makes campaign contributions, it's his own business. Pierre Du Pont gave $92,500 to the Republican party back in IQI6.6 and Lammot, as we know, has contributed to the funds of senators like Bushfield. But Pierre became an Al Smith man, and he supported Roosevelt in 1932. Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr., as everybody knows, married a Du Pont girl. For forty-five years John J. Raskob, one of the outstanding Democrats of the nation, was a great power in Du Pont affairs. Sometimes the family produces sharp critics. For instance Ethel B. Du Pont of the Kentucky branch bought full-page advertisements in various journals in late 1945, including the New Republic, denouncing General Motors in trenchant terms, and appealing to customers, stockholders and citizens to support the strike of the United Auto Workers. Miss Du Pont in fact wrote particularly from the point of view of a stockholder, saying that "many stockholders find it embarrassing to have to admit that, in spite of being considered one of the richest corporations of the world, General Motors has refused to accept the responsibility it owes to its country, the consumer, and its employees."
Does the Du Pont family and/or company "run" Delaware? The company is by far the biggest corporation and biggest taxpayer in the state, and without it Wilmington would be a whistlestop. It owns the chief hotel, which is indeed part of its own building, and the local playhouse, and its position in the community is so conspicuous that any movement, no matter of what kind, must needs turn to Du Pont for support. But it is not so directly aggressive in public and political affairs as many people think. The family, through an agency known as the Christiana Securities Company, a syndicate formed by Pierre when he took over Coleman's stock, and which is the holding company for the personal properties of Pierre's branch, owns two of Wilmington's three newspapers, the News and Journal} C. Douglass Buck, a former gov-
5 There were so many of these cousinly marriages that, after a time, they were stopped by family ukase.
6Lundberg, America's Sixty Families, p. 131.
7 These two papers stand near the top nationally in travel advertising, which is an illustration of the cosmopolitan and substantial nature of the Wilmington community.